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XIX SEMINARI D’ESTUDIS DOCTORALS

“Lleida, Barcelona and the decline of Puigcerda
in the fourteenth century”

ELIZABETH COMUZZI

(Fordham University)
srokok

“La Procuracio6 Reial i la seva produccié documental.
Una aproximaci6 al patrimoni reial i a les finances publiques
als comtats de Rossell6 1 Cerdanya (1344-1410)”

ROMAIN SAGUER

(Université de Perpignan)

Dimarts, 17 de novembre de 2020 - 17:00h
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Elizabeth Comuzzi (Fordham University)

“Lleida, Barcelona and the decline of Puigcerda in the fourteenth century”

Around the year 1300, after over three hundred years of sustained economic growth,
Europe entered a period of prolonged crisis and recession. The transition from
economic growth to economic decline was unusually strong in the Catalan town of
Puigcerda. While Puigcerda had been among the largest urban centers in Catalonia in
the early fourteenth century, it experienced a profound economic and demographic
collapse that began in the mid fourteenth century. One factor likely contributing to the
town’s economic decline was the fact that a significant number of the town’s wealthier
inhabitants moved away from Puigcerda in the mid-1340s, particularly to Lleida and
Barcelona. Shortly after the town (formerly part of the Crown of Mallorca) was
reincorporated into the lands of the Crown of Aragon in 1344, merchants and other
wealthier inhabitants of Puigcerda (including many from families who had held
positions as town consul) left Puigcerda to establish residency in Lleida or Barcelona.
In many cases these men were merchants who exported cloth from Puigcerda, often
into Aragon, Castile and Navarre, and potentially into the Mediterranean. The elites of
the town of Puigcerda may indeed have specifically sought reincorporation within the
Crown of Aragon precisely to benefit their interests in these trade networks. This
paper will discuss the timing of Puigcerda’s transition to economic decline, with an
emphasis on this aspect of the town’s late-medieval development. This movement of
wealthier merchants away from the town and towards Lleida and Barcelona suggests
that late-medieval regional integration benefited central cities, at the expense of
peripheral towns like Puigcerda.
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Romain Saguer (Université de Perpignan)

“Procuraci6 Reial i la seva produccié documental. Una aproximacié al
patrimoni reial i a les finances publiques als comtats de Rossell6 i Cerdanya
(1344-1410)”

El 1344, Pere IV proclama la unié indissoluble dels comtats de Rossell6 i Cerdanya a la
Corona d’Aragé. Rapidament, el conqueridor mantingué la Procuracié reial, d’origen
mallorqui, com a administracié encarregada de la gesti6 i la conservacié del patrimoni
reial als comtats. Els comptes dels procuradors reials presentats al westre racional i els
registres dels arxius de Perpinya permeten entendre el funcionament d’aquesta
institucio 1 les seves evolucions, des de la conquesta de 1344 fins al final del regnat de
Mart{ 'Huma (1410). Els comptes, documentacié administrativa de control de
Pexercici de l'ofici, donen una visi6 de les finances de la Procuracié i de ’evolucié d’un
domini, fins ara molt conservat, dins les vicissituds de la crisi de les finances publiques,
de les guerres i de les alienacions de la segona meitat del segle XIV.
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